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WASHINGTON HISOTRIC PRESERVATION  
COMMISSION 

Regular Scheduled Meeting – Minutes 
Tuesday, December 1, 2015 

7:00 pm 
 

Members Present  
            William Kenner          Mary Pat Musselman 
            Geraldine McKinley   Ed Hodges 
             Judi Hickson  Monica Ferrari 

 
Members Absent 

Seth Shoneman 
 

Others Present 
John Rodman, Director 

Emily Rebert, Historic Planner 
Jessica Green, Administrative Support 

 
 
 
I. Opening of the meeting 
The Chairman called the meeting to order. 
 
II. Invocation 
A moment of silence was taken. 
 
III. Roll Call 
A silent roll call was taken by staff. 
 
Judi Hickson made a motion to approve the amended agenda.  Her motion was seconded by Geraldine McKinley 
and all voted in favor. 
 
Emily Rebert came forward and introduced the newest member of the Commission William Kenner. 
 
IV. Old Business – Major Works 
 

1.  A request has been made by Ms. Patricia Lewis for a Certificate of Appropriateness to install a 6’ 
privacy fence in her backyard located at 409 E. Second Street. 
 
Ms. Patricia Lewis came forward and was sworn in.  Ms. Lewis stated that she got the paperwork that the 
Commission requested submitted and she is hoping that the site plan will satisfy their questions.   
 
The Chairman opened the floor and no one came forward to speak for or against the request. 
 
The Commission discussed the request and fences amongst themselves.  Ed Hodges stated that as the 
guidelines stated now Ms. Lewis’s request is within the guidelines.  William Kenner asked why Ms. Lewis 
wanted such a tall fence.  Ms. Lewis stated that 6ft fences are allowed in the guidelines and she wants the 
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fence for privacy and for security.  Ms. Lewis stated that someone had visited her neighbor’s home and 
asked if the 6ft fence would obstruct their view and her neighbor said absolutely not and she has no 
objections.  Ms. Lewis also stated that the 6ft fence is more economical.  She explained that if they request 
a 5ft fence then she would have to buy the fence and then cut it down a foot.  Mary Pat Musselman asked if 
Ms. Lewis planned on giving the fence any type of decorative look.  Ms. Lewis stated that on one would be 
able to see the fence.  Mr. Hodges explained that her fence would not be on the property line, it is inside the 
line.       
 
Monica Ferrari made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission grant a 
Certificate of Appropriateness to Ms. Pat Lewis to add a six foot high wooden privacy fence to enclose the 
rear property yard located at 409 East Second Street.  This motion is based on the following findings of 
fact:  the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, 
specifically Chapter 4.0 Streetscape and Site Design Section 4.6 Fences and Walls.  Her motion was 
seconded by Judi Hickson.  All voted in favor and the motion carried. 
 

V. Certificate of Appropriateness 
 
 A.  Major Works 
 

1.  A request has been made by Ms. Sarah Ninan for a Certificate of Appropriateness to remove a cedar tree 
in the front lawn of the property located at 621 W. Main Street. 
 
Ms. Sarah Ninan came forward and was sworn in.  She explained that she has a very large disproportioned 
cedar tree in her front yard.  She stated that the tree is so large that it grew into the power lines and the 
Electric Company came and had to shave up about 3 ft. of the tree.  She stated that the roots have also 
extended into the driveway and has caused damaged to the driveway.  Mr. Kenner asked what type of tree 
she would be replacing the tree with.  Ms. Ninan stated that she could plant a crepe myrtle in her back yard. 
 
Rebecca Clark came forward and was sworn in.  Ms. Clark stated that she is not necessarily speaking 
against her request.  She talked about her concern about so many old growth trees being taken down and 
then replaced with Crepe Myrtle trees.  She stated that they need to be replacing with shade trees.  She 
stated that she understands that some trees need to be taken down due to circumstances but she does not 
feel a Crepe Myrtle is not an appropriate replacement for a large old growth shade tree.  She stated that they 
need to make sure they protect the canopy of the town.   
 
Ms. Ninan came forward and stated that she has planted numerous large trees on her property since being 
the owner for approximately 11 years now.  She stated that she understands the need for trees in their town.  
She explained that this is not an old tree, in fact there were three others planted right before she purchased 
the house that became diseased and had to be removed.  She stated that this one tree has strived and 
unfortunately has become a nuisance.  Monica Ferrari stated that she agreed with Rebecca Clark.  Ms. 
Ninan then asked what they would like her to plant.  Ms. Ferrari suggested a Crab Apple or Redbud tree.   
  
Judi Hickson made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission grant a 
Certificate of Appropriateness to Ms. Ninan to remove a cedar tree located in the front yard of the property 
located at 621 West Main Street.  This motion is based on the following findings of fact:  the application is 
congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, specifically Section 4.1 
Landscaping.  I further move that the Historic Preservation Commission place the following conditions on 
the approval:  that an appropriate shade baring tree is planted somewhere on the property.  Her motion was 
seconded by Monica Ferrari.  All voted in favor and the motion carried. 



3 
 

 
2.  A request has been made by Mr. Ambrose and Ms. Diane Lewis for a Certificate of Appropriateness to 
install gates and fencing to enclose the existing fence on the property located at 227 E. Second Street. 
 
Mr. Ambrose and Ms. Lewis came forward and were sworn in.  Mr. Ambrose explained their request.  He 
stated that they would like to enclose the yard so that their dog can run free.  He explained that he is not 
wedded to the 6ft privacy fence he is just trying to match the existing fence.  Mary Pat Musselman 
suggested a shadow box fence.  William Kenner stated that a picket fence would look nice on the property.  
Mr. Ambrose and the Commission discussed the fence further and some options he has.   
 
Dee Congleton came forward and was sworn in.  She applauded the property owners for all the work they 
have done to improve the property.  Ms. Congleton stated that she is in favor of the shade box type fence.   
 
Geraldine McKinley made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission grant a 
Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. Ambrose and Ms. Diane Lewis to install gates and fencing to enclose 
the existing fence on the property located at 227 E. Second Street.  This motion is based on the following 
findings of fact:  the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design 
Guidelines, specifically Chapter 4.0 Streetscape and Site Design Section 4.6 Fences and Walls.  I further 
move that the Historic Preservation commission place the following conditions on the approval:  that he 
may choose between the shadow box type fence and a spaced fence.  Her motion was seconded by Monica 
Ferrari.  All voted in favor.     
 
B.  Minor Works 
 
1.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the owner of 401 
N. Market Street to replace the HVAC unit in the same location on the property.   
 
2.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the owner of 101 
N. Bridge Street to install vinyl signs on the building.   A 4’x8’ sign will be located on the north side of the 
building while a 2’x16’ sign will be placed on the west side of the building. 
 
3.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the owner at 
221-225 West Main Street to repair loose brick at the peak of the front façade of the structure.  The owner 
will stabilize the damaged brick by wrapping it with aluminum.  Aluminum will match other features on 
the façade. 
 
Geraldine McKinley made a motion to approve the minor works.  Judi Hickson seconded the motion and 
all voted in favor.   
 

VI. Other Business 
 
 1.  Design Guidelines – Masonry 
 
 Emily Rebert came forward and presented the proposed changes to the masonry section of the guidelines. 
 

Monica Ferrari made a motion accept the revised guidelines and to send the proposed changes to the City 
Council for approval.  Her motion was seconded by Judi Hickson.  All voted in favor.   
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2.  Fence Guidelines 
 
John Rodman explained that City Council sent the proposed guidelines back to the Commission.  He stated 
that they had some concerns with the language in the guidelines.  Mr. Rodman then went through and 
pointed out the specific concerns they had.  He stated that they will meet to strengthen some the language 
and address some of the Council’s concerns.  The commission agreed to meet at 6pm before their regular 
meeting on January 5th. 

 
VII. Approval of Minutes 
Judi Hickson made a motion to approve the minutes.  Her motion was seconded by Monica Ferrari.  All voted in 
favor and the motion carried. 
 
VIII. Adjourn 
There being no other business the meeting was adjourned.   


